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extends a vast ancient burial-ground. Most of the tomb chambers,
marked by small mounds on the surface, had already been searched
for valuables; but the systematic search of a large number yielded
abundant archaeological spoil. Owing to the extreme dryness of
the Turfan climate most of the bodies and the objects deposited
with them were found in remarkable preservation. The latter com-
prised a great variety of articles of food, dress, personal use, and the
like. Whether of actual size or reproduced in miniature, like the
painted stucco figurines of attendants, etc., they help to illustrate
the daily life led in Turfan in the sixth and seventh centuries A.D.
Chinese inscriptions found near the approaches of tombs furnish
exact dates, besides the names of persons and other details. The
chronological information adds greatly to the interest of the rich
collection of fine figured silks and other decorated fabrics recovered
from the torn pieces of garments in which the bodies had been
wrapped. A number of textiles of manifestly Persian design and
finds of coins help to illustrate the trade exchange between China
and Western Asia which Turfan, like other oases on the ancient
caravan route of Turkistan, witnessed at that period.

The briefest reference must suffice to the interesting antiquarian
observations and finds made subsequently, when, after striking
south-east, we explored remains traced along the ancient Chinese
route leading from Lou-Ian along the foot of the barren * Dry Moun-
tains' to Korla in the north-eastern corner of the Tarim basin.
There the three surveyors I had sent out from Turfan for work in
different directions rejoined me. Then we set out again in three
separate parties for the long journey to Kashgar. I myself, for the
sake of antiquarian research, kept to the line of oases along the foot
of the T'ien-shan through which the chief caravan route of the Tarim
basin still passes, as it has done all through historical times. Among
the tasks carried out on this journey was a close survey of the large